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product safety

Wall-to-wall (textile, laminate and resilient) floor coverings fall within the scope of building materials and
are therefore subject to the Construction products Directive (89/106/EEC) issued on December 31, 1988.

As the Belgian sectoral operator, Centexbel plays a major role in the European (CEN TC 134) and international
(ISO TC 219) Technical Standardisation Committees related to floor covering and tiles.

Centexbel runs a wide range of tests in its BELAC accredited laboratories to ISO 17025. Upon request, the
Centexbel experts provide in-depth comments on the test reports. These comments are based on their vast
knowledge of the industry, test methods and classification schemes.

Product safety is a key topic in the Centexbel activities related to floor coverings and tiles.

Centexbel advises companies on health & safety related aspects, coating, yarn engineering, acoustics,
isolation and production or product related issues. In this respect, Centexbel organises (in-company) training
sessions and international conferences, patent search and technology watch.
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soiling & stain release properties
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research & product development

Centexbel favours research and development in the field of eco-friendly, functionalised and smart floor
coverings :

*»* carpets with incorporated textile sensors? +» use of renewable resources (biopolymers)

(occupant, fall and traffic detection, security) . ) o i
%+ functionalisation of surfaces and fibres

%+ yarn development and characterisation for

indoor and outdoor applications % eco-friendly finishing products

¢+ catalytic degradation of VOC +» energy-friendly processes & recycling

++ carpet care and maintenance +* indoor air quality

¢ carpet classification systems ¢+ acoustics

+*» Mass Customisation & Personalisation (MCP) ++ prestandard research in objective testing and

measuring methods

! patent # BE1016609A7 2007-02-06

certification and classification
As a Notified Body (#0493) Centexbel provides full certification services for floor coverings according to the
Construction products Directive.

Centexbel’sstaff membershave beenactivelyinvolvedinthe standardscommittees that developedthe standard
EN 14041 - Resilient, Textile and Laminate Floor Coverings - Essential Requirements which is the relevant
CE marking standard. As such we are very well placed to provide the CE marking services and appropriate
advice to floor covering manufacturers.

Next to mandatory certification activities, Centexbel is a recognized ECRA laboratory and accredited by
Prodis/GuT for the certification of environmental friendly carpets.

Centexbel performs the classification of textile as well as of resilient floor coverings.

services to the industry

«+ consultancy on % (in-company) training
- acoustics +* semi-industrial application platforms
- production & product-related issues ... +» technology watch and patent search
++ co-organiser of the World Carpet Congress ++ standardisation

®,

¢ factory production control (EN 14041) audits
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CENTEXBEL GENT

Avenue du Parc 38
BE-4650 Herve (Chaineux)

Technologiepark 7
BE-9052 Zwijnaarde (Gent)

Montoyerstraat 24-B2

Tél. +32.87 3224 30

BE-1000 Brussels

Tel. +32 922041 51
Fax +32 9 220 49 55
e-mail gent@Centexbel.be

Fax +32 87 34 05 18
e-mail chaineux@Centexbel.be

www.centexbel.be




