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Dispositifs MEdicaux TEXtiles (Textile Medical Dengs)

% DIMETEX

DIMETEX is part of arinterreg IV cross-border cooperation programme for the tekidestry that
began in November 20G8d has been extended until 31 October 201R regroups players from the
Walloon Region of Belgium as well the Nord-Pas @dafs and Picardy Regions of France, with one-
half of its funding from the European Regional Depenent Fund.

The medical segment is one of the main segmendenmnstrate many assets and a strong power of
attraction for producers of technical textiles. 8diareas of study have been identified in an effort
represent the major opportunities for the develogne SMEs within the region; these research
themes are presented in more detail below. Theadithe DIMETEX project is to federate cross-
border competence clusters and make use of thessehifgh-potential areas.

The programme aims at buildingransversal biotextile cluster at the European levieby setting up
a network of actors in the field of healthcare #adiles that have been identified within the arBae
programme also endeavoursitarease the power of attractionof the cross-border region. Its main
objectiveis to set up a minimum afeven research projectéocused on the issues to be considered.

< DIMETEX' Actions

= To create a network of actors in the field of textes and healthcare in the area

Firstly, the actors on both sides of the bordet halidentified. This will consist in determining the
technologies currently in use by these actors dsasetheir development strategy and markets they
are targeting. In addition, a patent watch willdo@ducted.

These steps will help us to obtaiwiaion that is as complete as possiblef all the forces present in
the cross-border region. Mapping will be designessed on the data collected and its actual
exploitation will be a key element for pursuit dietprogramme. It will enable us to put together an
economic and scientific network comprised of conpanR&D laboratories and research facilities,
particularly at CENTEXBEL and CETI.

»= To set up three work groups
1. Biological Culture and Filtration Products

Benefiting from thebiotech boom particularly from the large-scale work conductedhe field of

cell therapy, the sale of ultrafiltration membramesl growth media for the production of biological
products or stemming from biotechnology has inedasonsiderably. Although we are in the early
stages, the R&D work conducted, at the peak ofletgelopment, has been creating in laboratories a
high demand for innovative growth media and ullnafiion membranes, products in which technical
textiles can more broadly and successfully come pidy.
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2. Implants and Orthoses

To strengthen, tighten, replace and prevent irdaatir adherence; implants can today be found in a
large number of applications. This has been madsilple by the use of supple materials that are able
to contain and free active principles, demonstratapatibility and degrade without leaving any
residue inside the body; unlike metal implants. esearch opportunities and market niches have
been opening up, all encouraging signs for futenestbpment.

3. Medical Textiles for Healthcare and Hygiene

Compression bandagednclude a wide spectrum of devices for differenhdtions, such as the
prevention of oedema, treatment of venous leg sjéeprovement of scars, etc. Much innovation has
been brought to compression bandages and, giveagiieg population and significant increase in
venous ulcers, great market growth is expectelignsector.

The bandagesmarket today represents approximately 900 mildofiars worldwide, with an average
growth rate of 6% per year, all products includéébng with the increasing number of chronic
wounds to be treated, the medical community isvalsti seeking innovative processes for the
treatment of wounds, ever more “functional” in matuAt the crossroads of biotechnology and
medical devices, this field presents an inexhalgstibol of scientific work with, in the end, exasit
perspectives for the economic development of thst m@mising projects.

The methodology used is identical for the three identified worlogps. Following an assessment of
market needs as well as a technological and ecanevaiuation, the most pertinent research projects
focused on the work theme will be identified. Thidl contribute to giving visibility to the renowide
expertise on each side of the border as well a®nsidering new developments in companies based
on these research projects.

= Communications
The DIMETEX project’s global communication will above all be conducted in the press such as in
Textile Magazine and in specialised scientific jrals. The directions taken by the projects will be
conveyed in a newsletter, to appear every six nsortiorkshops centred on the theme of textile
medical devices will also be organised.

«» The phone numbers and e-mail addresses of the DIMEIX Programme Operators

Marie-Laurence THIERRY Marc GOCHEL
Pdle de compétitivité UP-tex CENTEXBEL
+33 (0)3 2099 47 68 +32 (0)87 32.24.30
mit@up-tex.fr marc.gochel@centexbel.be
Alexandre COILLIOT Isabelle ZELLER
EURASANTE CentreEuropéen de3 extilesInnovants
+33 (0)3 28 55 90 60 +33 (0)3 20 99 46 36
acoilliot@eurasante.com isabelle.zeller@up-tex.fr
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