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Preparatory Studies: delegated act for
clothing & Textile labelling

As part of the Sustainable and Circular Textiles Strategy, legislation pertaining to textile labelling is
being reviewed. Additionally, a decision has been made to establish a delegated act for clothing under
the EU Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation. Currently, preparatory studies are being
conducted for both initiatives, which involve various feedback moments in the form of meetings and
surveys.

Have a look at the different initiatives and feel free to participate in each of them!
Your opinion matters!

1. Preparatory Study on Textile Products

By 2030, textiles on the EU market should be durable and recyclable, largely made of recycled fibres,
free of hazardous substances and produced in an environmentally friendly way while respecting social
rights. Fast fashion should be ‘out of fashion’ and re-use and repair services would be widely available.
Textiles should be collected at the end of their lifetime and their incineration and landfilling reduced
to a minimum thanks to innovative fibre-to-fibre recycling.

On 30 March 2022, the European Commission adopted its proposal for the Ecodesign for Sustainable
Products Regulation (ESPR). This Regulation will enable the setting of far-reaching performance and
information-related requirements — known as ‘ecodesign requirements’ — for specific product groups,
to make them more environmentally sustainable and circular. Together with the ESPR proposal, the
Commission presented the EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles which aims, inter alia, to
tackle fast fashion and textile waste and to make textiles more durable, repairable, reusable, and
recyclable. The Strategy lays out a forward-looking set of actions, which includes setting ecodesign
requirements for textiles under the new ESPR framework. The Strategy also announces a revision of
the EU Ecolabel criteria for textiles to support its uptake among producers and offer consumers an
easily recognisable and reliable way to choose eco-friendly textile products.

In order to support the fulfiiment of these commitments, the European Commission has launched a
preparatory study by the Commission’s Joint Research Centre. This preparatory study aims to provide
a basis on which the Commission can consider the introduction of ecodesign requirements, green
public procurement criteria and revised EU Ecolabel criteria for textile products. These instruments
will be considered in parallel to ensure maximum synergy and complementarity. The JRC will carry out
research in line with the proposed Ecodesign for Sustainable Product Regulation, following the
structure prescribed by the Methodology for Ecodesign of Energy-related Products (MEErP). This
methodology will be adapted where appropriate to adequately consider the relevant product
sustainability aspects of textiles. The project will also analyse information in accordance with the EU
Ecolabel Regulation 66/2010.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A0142%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02010R0066-20171114&qid=1678360864001
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02010R0066-20171114&qid=1678360864001
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Feel free to comment on the draft documents!

If you register as a stakeholder you can express your views and provide comments on draft deliverables

of the preparatory study in writing and during three technical working groups.

Stakeholders will be able to provide written comments to the working document
until April 22. Written comments should be submitted via this web form.

Timeline

After the European Commission publication of the proposal in March 2022, the EU Council adopted its
general approach in May 2023, followed by the European Parliament’s position in July 2023.
Interinstitutional negotiations on the main Regulation commenced in autumn 2023 and are ongoing.
Meanwhile the stakeholder consultations of the Commission and Joint Research Centre on the textile-
specific secondary legislation (i.e. a “textile” Delegated Act) continues with several consultation
expected in 2024.

ESPR adoption and next steps

Tentative timeline

Late 2024
22-25 April 2024 May/June 2024 First meeting of the
EP Plenary vote on Ecodesign Forum

final ESPR text Publication in the OJ
I | I
: | |

May 2024

R : June/July 2024 March 2025
Final Council agreement Entry into force of ESPR Adoption of the first
establishment of Ecodesign ESPR Working Plan
Forum

n European
Commission
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https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/contact/register
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/467/documents
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/sites/default/files/2024-02/Textile-Prep-Study_1st-Milestone_20240223.pdf
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Feusurvey%2Frunner%2F1st_milestone_Prep_Study_Textiles_2024&data=05%7C02%7Cer%40centexbel.be%7C7468ce5459e8485d149708dc554c60ec%7C04878f78520f431cb981853f745ef85f%7C0%7C0%7C638479033760199606%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fEQrCLmCAPXjsbleoBNywoInrWydMtWom4uioil2QQc%3D&reserved=0
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1. Revision of the textile labelling regulation in “A European
Green Deal”

The Commission will revise the textile labelling Regulation (planned for the 4" quarter 2024) to
introduce specifications for physical and digital labelling of textiles, including sustainability and
circularity parameters based on requirements under the proposed Regulation on eco-design for
sustainable products.

The revision is driven by the empowerment legislation, green claims addition to unfair consumer
legislation and Ecodesign legislation.

Consultation still open until 15 April through this link

More information provided by the European Commission:
L4 Preparatory studv

e 2023 Commission work programme
e EU strategy for sustainable and circular textiles
o Textile labelling rules (revision)

® EU textile strategy

Euratex provides feedback to both preparatory studies for the
textile industry:

EURATEX Position
e The regulation should focus on consumer goods, namely garments.
e |deal requirements should balance high environmental objectives, feasibility and
competitiveness; they shall evolve step-by-step.
e Appropriate and harmonised measures to aid SMEs in the transition are key.
¢ Alevel playing field through effective market surveillance should be ensured.

More information:
e Ecodesign: requirements for sustainable products (ESPR)
e Position Paper on Textiles Labelling
e EURATEX welcomes European parliament progress on ecodesign but highlights some concerns
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13872-Textile-labelling-rules-revision-_en,
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-textile-labeling-regulation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/com_2022_548_3_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/textiles-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13872-Textile-labelling-rules-revision-_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-textile-labeling-regulation?sid=7901#/stage/6301/theme/100/file/45901/
https://euratex.eu/ecodesign-requirements-for-sustainable-products-espr/
https://euratex.eu/wp-content/uploads/Textiles-Labelling-Position-Paper.pdf
https://euratex.eu/news/euratex-welcomes-european-parliament-progress-on-ecodesign-but-highlights-some-concerns/
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2. CEN/TC 248/WG39

Secretariat: NEN
Convenor: Edwin Maes - Centexbel

Within CEN, we try to look ahead and develop standards in line with policy and upcoming legislation.
This is done in the CEN/TC 248/WG 39 - Circular Economy for textile products and textile chain

workgroup.

e (WI=00248762) Textiles - Circular economy for textile products - General principles and
guidance

e (WI=00248761) Textiles - Circular economy for textile products - Categorisation of and
requirements on non-virgin input materials

e (WI=00248763) Textiles - Circular economy for textile products - Design for circularity

o (WI=00248776) Textiles - Circular economy for textile products - Minimum requirements for
clothing

You can follow all these standardisation activities via the Belgian mirror committee Circular Economy
& Sustainability for textile & plastics products.

Contact
Edwin Maes Karin Eufinger
Consultant clothing textiles Standards and Technical Regulations
Convenor CEN/TC 248/WG39 ke@centexbel.be
o Textile labelling +32 476 654 286

o Circular textiles
o Standardisation
em@centexbel.be
+32 476 925 816
+32 9241 86 82
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https://standards.cencenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=205:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:2922255&cs=1B1FF5082447D96C38A6CCBB8798C861D
https://standards.cencenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=205:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:2922255&cs=1B1FF5082447D96C38A6CCBB8798C861D
https://www.centexbel.be/en/contacts/edwin-maes
https://www.centexbel.be/en/contacts/edwin-maes
mailto:em@centexbel.be
https://www.centexbel.be/en/contacts/karin-eufinger
mailto:ke@centexbel.be
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